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Dear Friends of Project Cat, 
 
 Another year is almost gone and we will be entering our eleventh year of 
operation!  Spring of 2011 came and went and we thought we were going to have 
it easy in the kitten arena, but we got slammed with kitten calls in mid to late 
summer, and we’re still getting calls. 
 In addition to kittens, we are getting more calls than ever from people 
wanting to surrender adult cats and about cats being abandoned by people who 
have moved.  We ‘animal people’ are always amazed at how anyone can abandon 
any animal and yet it happens all the time; more so with cats than with dogs be-
cause people think that cats can survive on their own ‘in the wild’ by hunting or 
scavenging garbage cans. If you see many of the abandoned cats that come our 
way you would know this is not true. 
 There are certainly valid situations where a beloved animal is surrendered  
after a tragic or unexpected event in one’s life. Barring these situations, I think 
people who do not live up to their commitment to an animal that they have taken 
in are probably also irresponsible in other areas of their lives. Too often animals 
are treated as objects and when they become an inconvenience they are the first 
to go. It’s easier and cheaper to throw the cat out when it refuses to use the litter 
box or acts out in an unacceptable way rather than trying to figure out why and 
how to correct it. Working to understand how your cat thinks and why it does 
what it does is part of what makes sharing your life with an animal so interest-
ing. (It might also help in understanding one’s self.) Books and reputable inter-
net sites offer a wealth of information to better understanding your cat’s behav-
ior and meeting it’s needs. 
 We work hard and are dedicated to making sure that our shelter cats re-
ceive the best care both physically and mentally and hope that when we send a 
cat home with an adopter that it will be a part of the home forever and will be 
provided for in every way possible; given love, attention, healthy food, and medi-
cal care when necessary. 
 Your outpouring of support last year was tremendous and we hope that 
everyone will be just as generous - and if you can add a little extra that would be 
greatly appreciated. If everyone gave just $10 more than last year we could make 
an additional $10,000! That would be the Cat’s Meow! 

Thank you for generously supporting our crucial animal welfare work. 
 

 
 
 
 

Gail Mihocko 
Director 

Just a few of our 
 many adoption cats 
in need of  homes. Renee 
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Special Thank You to: 
 Ben Shor of Prudential Nutshell Realty and 
the Ulster County Board of Realtors helped 
us pull together and run our annual tag sale 
on June 11th in High Falls. We broke a re-
cord by raising $3,800 in one day! If you’ve 
never been to one of our tag sales be sure to 
come to the next one - we have great stuff! 
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New Shelter Space 
 

    After five years we had to vacate our main place of operation. As usual, our friends and supporters 
stepped up to the plate and one of our long-term foster homes opened up their hearts and home and 
offered us a workshop space in Wawarsing that was no longer being used. Thinking about the work 
that lay ahead to bring it up to par to house cats was not for the tender-hearted. An estimated three 
weeks of work turned into six weeks of hard labor and very little sleep, thanks to Hurricane Irene who 
managed to flood our new space with 18” of water three days before the move in date. With no other 
options, tears turned into fierce determination to forge ahead - come hell or high water - literally! 
The following people generously donated their time and expertise 
 

to turn this…            ...into this: 

Paul Bouros, Bob Centrone 
 Bernie Clyne 

Myra & Harold Damsky 
Rebecca & Joe Diamond 
Lisa & Chester Hartwell 

Ashley Kammrath 
Chantal Kammrath 

Erica & Joe Loiacano 
Lauren Marcus 
Martha Prakelt 

Geri & Ron Ritchie 
Gloria Stevenson  

Lynn Walker 
Jim Yost & Mike Owen 

 

We thank you all of you! 
 
 

 
 Wish List 

 •Pine wood for shelving 10” to 12”wide, unfinished 
 •Prefabricated shed for storage 
 •Shelter quality stainless steel or fiberglass cages 
 •Laptop computer compatible with Windows XP 
 •Radio/CD player for the cat room 
 •Laundry Soap (unscented), Dish Soap, Paper Towels 
 •Cat Food Dry and Canned 
  (prefer Innova, Evo, Holistic Select, or other  
        high quality) 
 •Litter: World’s Best or Feline Pine (clumping or   
        pellets) 
 •Printer Ink - black and color for HP OfficeJet K80 
  

Smaller items may be dropped off at 
 Lucas Avenue Pet Supply in Kingston 

 or  
Accord Feeds in Accord 

(Be sure to leave your name/address with the item) 

CHANTAL’S DECORATIVE 

PAINTING STUDIO       •MURALS 

         • PAINTED FLOORS  

            • FLOORCLOTHS 

          • PAINTED FURNITURE

                 • DECORATIVE FINISHES 

Chantal Kammrath     • COLOR CONSULTATION 

Napanoch, NY 

(845) 647-1164       www.studiochantal.com 

RCI Plumbing & Heating 
Bob Centrone            Kingston, NY      
Licensed Master Plumber       (845) 853-6808 



  Update on our ‘older cats’  
 Some of our older cats are our most prized residents. They are settled and comfortable 
in their own skin; over their crazy adolescent stage and appreciative of a calm, predictable 
environment where they can just be themselves. We wish we could give them all the life 
they deserve, but too many of them make that impossible. Here is testimony to a few of our 
mature cats who found love.  
 
  In  our last newsletter we fea-

tured Shadow, a 10 year old cat 

who had come to our shelter after 
her elderly owner died. She wasn’t 
doing very well in the shelter as she 
found the activity level of the 
younger cats too annoying. Via 
friends, we were able to place her 
into a foster home where she was 
the only cat. 
 After 5 months Alyssa, the fos-
ter person, called to tell me she was 
so attached to Shadow that she 

wanted to adopt her. I was ecstatic to hear this because of the 
difficulty placing older cats. What makes it even more won-
derful is that Alyssa is in her 20’s and she had no problem 
falling in love with an older cat. Shadow now lives in the 
western part of the state and may travel more with her new 
owner as she moves around for her work.  
 I was so endeared by Alyssa’s commitment to Shadow 
and her ability to look beyond her age and see the loving, 
gentle cat that she is. I hope that Alyssa and Shadow have 
many healthy years together. Thanks for the note, Alyssa. 
 
  

  
Every now and then an exceptionally great cat comes along that really 
makes you feel there is so much more to life than we will ever know. 

Moses grew up on a dairy farm and lived his life as a pigeon-killing 

(we’re not condoning it) barn cat  for 15 years before coming to our 
shelter after the farm closed. We picked him up   on a frigid winter 

night looking miserable along with ‘Possum, his younger barn mate 8 

years of age. While ‘Possum was fairly chubby, Moses was very thin, 
covered in fleas, loaded with intestinal   parasites, and had a horrid 
infection in his ear which was all crusty and full of pus. Did I mention 
that he was blind in one eye, almost completely deaf and missing most 
of his teeth? I thought that we would only be able to provide Moses 

some comfort for a while and then have to humanely put him down.  
 I spent days cleaning out his ears and giving him antibiotics to get the infection under control 
while giving him a warm, cozy, safe place to chill out. Surprisingly, his blood profile turned out com-
pletely normal for a cat of his age. He ate like a horse and loved to sit on your lap and purr, as he previ-
ously did with the farm employees. Before long, his coat got glossy and soft, his ear stopped oozing 
and smelling badly, and he started to play with toys!  Now what? Who would ever adopt a 15 yr old  

Moses - thin and dehydrated 
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I wonder if 
someone will 
adopt me... 

Someone did adopt you! 

Hi Gail,      11/18/11 
I hope things are going well and staying calm 
at Project Cat. 
  I thought I would let you know Shadow had 
a dental and luckily her teeth were not as bad 
as I feared! She had two crown amputations 
due to resorbtive lesions. 
  Shadow is doing well. She does seem happier 
since the dental and more frisky. I very much 
enjoy her company. We are living in a big 
drafty house and we help keep each other 
warm at night! 
  Let me know if you ever need a “senior” cat 
adoption testimonial because I think Shadow is 
just great and she very rarely acts like a 
“senior”.  
  I hope you are well.  Enjoy the holidays! 
     Alyssa  



cat that required antibiotics for the rest of his life? 
 After his quarantine period was up I reluctantly started to introduce him to the other cats in the  
main part of the shelter not being sure how he would adapt to an indoor environment with so many  
other cats in close proximity with which to contend.  Surprisingly (again), he did very well and was  
eager to try all the comfy beds, moving from one to the other every fifteen minutes.  He really did  
seem thrilled with all the amenities and toys. He established his dominance in the cat room quite well 
and seemed to garner respect from all the other ‘underlings’ without having to do very much. He was 
a real anchor in the cat room. 

 I was resigned to the fact that he would spend the rest of his 
life at the shelter when I received a call from Jean Daniels - a friend 
had told her about us.  She recently had lost one of her older cats 
and was looking to adopt - an older cat!  Turns out she only adopts 
older cats because not many people want them and she finds them 
just perfect for her household. So Moses made a trip to Albany 
where he lived with three other cats and slept on Jean’s bed every 
night. He was content in his new home and with his cat mates, and 
Jean adored him and his regal personality. 
 Somehow I thought 
Moses would live forever 
given all that he had en-
dured, but a year after we 
took him in he developed  

a cancerous growth. Despite everyone’s best efforts, Jean 
had to recently make the decision to say good-bye to Moses. 
We were saddened by this news but also so grateful that we 
had the chance to take Moses into our shelter and provide 
for him, and even more grateful that Jean was there to make 
the last few months of his life comfortable and full of love so 
he didn’t have to perish by himself outside during a cold, 
harsh winter. 
 As long as Project Cat has the means, we will continue to work towards improving the lives for 
homeless or abandoned cats. 
  
  

In the mean time, a plump, happy, 8 year old ‘Possum went on to live with 

Rebecca Diamond, a Project Cat volunteer. ‘Possum adjusted to indoor life 
very quickly and pretty much purrs non-stop and hangs out with his kitty 
girlfriends.  Thanks, Rebecca. 
 

Keep Your Cat Active  
 Whether you have one cat or multiple cats it is important to keep them active 
and mentally stimulated.  Although cats sleep many more hours a day than hu-
mans, they need things to do when awake.  Boredom can lead to overeating, obe-
sity or behavioral problems. The domestic cat still retains its predatory hunting 
genes just as its wild relatives do so be sure to engage your cats in stalking and 
chasing games. Even if your cats play and wrestle with each other it is still a good 
idea to be part of the activity yourself. 
 Don’t expect your cat to initiate play on its own with the same old boring 

toys lying around the house. Become the prey yourself by taking an interactive role. Roll those jin-
gling balls across the floor, wiggle the rope at the end of the wand -  like a snake across the floor or a 
bird whipping through the air. Toss crumbled up paper balls through the air. Experiment with differ-
ent things to find out what your cat likes. If you partake of games right before mealtime the hunting 
activity will be completed when they finally go to the bowl and eat their ‘kill’.  
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‘Possum (front) and friends 

A very lucky Moses several pounds heav-

Moses  watching over  the little ones 



Animal Hoarding  

 In the past decade or so, there has been growing public awareness about hoarding, the compulsion to 
accumulate and hold on to things most of us would consider useless. The most extreme cases can include a 
decade of bags of garbage, boxes stacked to the ceiling and moldy newspapers and magazines among a myr-
iad of other things. It is impossible even to walk through the rooms. 
  This illness often goes hand in hand with collecting all kinds of animals, but most often cats.  

 Animal hoarders frequently mean well; in fact, some of them see them-
selves as  animal rescuers. All too often, however, word gets around that 
these kindhearted souls can't turn away any animals, and they become a 
dumping ground for homeless cats. Out-of-control breeding leads to a rap-
idly escalating population. Soon, they are overrun with animals. These 
situations are not limited to reality TV, but occur in almost every 
neighborhood. 
 Sometimes Project Cat gets a call from a landlord who is evicting a 
tenant and has discovered an apartment filled with cats. Or a friend or rela-
tive of a homeowner who has just passed away - leaving a houseful of ani-
mals - calls to ask for our help. Because we are a small organization with 
limited resources, we can only take on a couple of these cases each year.   
 Nothing can prepare you for your first experience of an animal hoard-
ing situation - but you will not forget it. The mixture of accumulating 
odors, feces, urine and clutter everywhere, and the condition of the animals 
themselves is horrific. The air is often heavy with ammonia (from the cats’ 
urine) and a breathing mask is necessary. Cats may have lived in this 
squalor for years, never knowing anything 
else. Often they have to be live-trapped 

because, although they have been living indoors, they grew up feral and 
fearful. They leap out of your way as you discover their hiding places or 
they peer at you with confused and listless eyes.       
 Animal hoarders often have little money, or if they do they live fru-
gally, and have no knowledge of a cat’s needs beyond filling bowls with 
food. Kittens are born in basements and dark closets, amidst filth and sickly 
animals. More often than not, the animals receive no medical care, are un-
dernourished and develop health problems due to inbreeding. Many die in 
the house beneath furniture, boxes and other junk – skeletons to be discov-
ered months or years later.  
 Friends or relatives may know someone living in these terri-
ble conditions with countless cats but be at a loss to know what to do. Of-
ten the hoarder will not let anyone enter the house. They know they are 
overwhelmed, yet they are incapable of taking the necessary steps to get 
out of their predicament. They insist that they love their cats but fail to 
realize that feelings of attachment are not enough to provide for these ani-
mals’ needs and a quality of life.   
 Occasionally, we are able to make our way into an animal hoarder’s home and persuade them to sur-
render their cats to us. But unless they receive the support of family members, friends, and professionals, the 
pattern invariably resumes when the next stray cat shows up. It is not unusual for us to remove 30 + cats 
from a house, only to be called back two or three years later for the same reason. 
 Few shelters are willing to get involved in hoarding situations. Not only is it depressing, dirty, and 
time-consuming, requiring multiple trips to make sure all the cats are found, but the animals that are re-
moved rarely make good candidates for adoption. However, as long as we at Project Cat are able to, we will 
continue to intervene in cases of this kind in order to alleviate and prevent the suffering of these victims of 
good intentions. 

   Windows were closed during the  
   summer; the air was hot, stifling and    
   acrid with ammonia -  these poor 
   creatures had no escape. 

Barely getting in the barricaded front 
door we are confronted with mounds of 
garbage and fearful, emaciated cats. 
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