
 

 

 

Greetings, Friends of Project Cat: 

 

From tsunamis to hurricanes to earthquakes to our ongoing involvement in the 

volatile middle east, it has been a tragic and difficult year for everyone, with 

tests of resiliency, here and around the globe.  Everyone is trying their darned-

est to help where they can, but resources are spread thinly.  Our own fundraising efforts this 

past year have been down from previous years, and we are hurting right now.  We, like so many 

others, are asking you to continue with your support for Project Cat‟s shelter and community 

outreach program.  Our work is badly needed in our community! 

 

For 3 ½ years we have worked tirelessly to try to re-

spond to each request for help with stray, injured, sick, 

or abandoned cats and kittens.  It aches to have to deny 

help to people and animals because we don‟t have 

enough money, space, or help.  But we do what we can 

with what we have.  After a long, hot, and heartbreaking 

summer for so many, we are asking you to look a little 

harder, and dig a little deeper to help us out with a  

charitable contribution.  As always, we ask that you be 

as generous as you can.  I truly believe that the more we 

help, the more help we get in return.  As the saying 

goes, “what goes around comes around” and that is true 

for good deeds and selfless acts of compassion. 

 

My heart goes out to all those who suffered so terribly, and continue to do so, in all the disasters 

that have befallen people and animals of all kinds.  But in the midst of the tragedies, life goes 

on, and the courageous lift themselves up and open their hearts to a new and sometimes differ-

ent life.  Let us all wish and strive for a kinder and more peaceful upcoming year for all the 

creatures of this earth. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all who support us, in whatever way you can. 

 

Gail Mihocko/Director 
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                Project Cat is a nonprofit tax-deductible organization  

Feline Community Assistance     

Rescue and Adoptions     

Behavioral Consulting 

 www.projectcat.org 

 info@projectcat.org 

Ph/fax:  845-687-4983 

MAIL:  571 County Rt 2 

Accord, NY  12404  
 

SHELTER:  

363 Bone Hollow Rd, 

Accord, NY  12404  

Suzette and friends 

Cleopatra 
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The Tip of the Tale at Project Cat 
 

We don‟t have the time to tell you about all of the adventures that unfold at our shelter, and al-

though they don‟t all have happy endings, we have chosen the following success stories to share 

with you. 

Toby and Yin Yang:  Many of you knew our long-term resident cat pair, Toby and Yin 

Yang (aka Yinnie).  They were two of the first cats that came to our shelter shortly after open-

ing. We took them into the shelter because their owner was being evicted.  

Because they were adult cats, and because Yinnie was a tad shy, they were 

often overlooked by adopters.  Also, I refused to split them up because they 

had lived together in their previous home, and as you can see here, they 

truly enjoy each other‟s company. 

    Toby is a teddy bear of a cat who likes belly rubs and always saw to it 

that any resident kittens were not mistreated by other cats.  He even accom-

modated the young kittens by allowing them to snuggle with and „nurse‟ on him.  Yep, that‟s 

right. 

    Yinnie also had an active maternal streak because despite losing her litter of kittens, she fos-

tered several motherless kittens that came in during that summer.  Even after she was spayed 

she continued to produce milk. 

   Three years after their arrival I was wondering if, when, and 

how they were ever going to get adopted.  They were 

practically like my own cats by now.  Enter Joseph and Pattie 

from Gardiner.  They had just lost their adult cat and wanted 

one indoor cat.  And they didn‟t want a kitten, but rather a cat 

that was really in need of a home.  Well, it didn‟t take long 

for them to fall in love with big, couch potato Toby.  

When I told them that Yinnie came along for the ride, 

they quickly conceded to taking them both. 

    I cannot thank enough this caring human couple for 

sharing their home with a wonderful cat couple. 
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Cats Indoors! Campaign 
    Project Cat is an advocate of keeping cats indoors both for their own 

safety and for the safety of wildlife.  Research shows that outdoor cats 

have an average lifespan of only 3-5 years, while indoor-only cats aver-

age 12-15 years.  Because cats are by nature predatory, outdoor cats can 

be a menacing threat to populations of small mammals and birds. 

    There are many ways to keep an indoor cat mentally and physically 

healthy.  Provide interactive toys and predatory games with your cat,  

especially right before mealtime; have designated meal times rather than 

free-feeding; groom your cat when s/he is in a relaxed mood; provide in-

teresting spaces for your cat in which to retreat; create more vertical 

space by erecting wall shelves or make a space on a book shelf for your 

cat to curl up in; a sitting shelf in front of a busy window is a great pastime. 

    Visit Cats Indoors! Campaign at www.abcbirds.org/cats for  more information. 

Interactive play with your 
cat is important for physi-

cal and 
emotional well being 



What Have We Been Doing for  3 1/2 Years? 

Overview of our accomplishments:  March 2002 through October 2005 
In 3 1/2 years we have: 

  Accepted 377 cats and kittens into our shelter 

  Adopted 346 cats and kittens into responsible homes 

  Assisted 177 people/families through our Community Outreach Program and provided 

 spaying or neutering or basic medical treatment for 583 cats! 
 

    Since our humble beginnings, we received many hundreds of requests to provide various ser-

vices for several thousands of cats.  Our small size, both in space and finances, prohibits us 

from helping all that seek us out.  Some of the people that we are unable to assist find help 

through other organizations, or solve their problem on their own.  Others, sadly, fall through 

the large cracks in the animal welfare system and we don‟t know what eventually happens to 

the animals.  Some cases might eventually end up in the newspapers as 

evicted tenants that left numerous cats behind.  Some abandon the ani-

mals on another‟s doorstep or on a back road.  Or, as I heard recently, a 

neighbor, fed up with stray cats, set out tainted food for the cats. 
     

     Our work may sometimes seem like a drop in the bucket, but remem-

ber that a bucket of water is only made up of many drops together.  And 

our work can only continue with your continued support.  So please 

commit to being a drop so we can work on filling our bucket! 

    No donation is too small 

Minni watches the drops come in 

Empire State Animal Protection Forum 
   This third annual conference was held in Al-

bany on October 21 and 22.  It was an opportu-

nity for New York animal shelter employees, 

law enforcement, veterinarians, and animal 

welfare organizations to attend workshops, dis-

plays, and network with others in the field.       

    Project Cat‟s Director, Gail Mihocko, was 

one of fifteen speakers who gave a slide presen-

tation.  The title of her talk was “Community 

Outreach at a small shelter in Ulster County, 

NY”.  It focused on the importance of working 

with the public on trying to alleviate the suffer-

ing of so many stray and abandoned cats in our 

area. 
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So Where Do We Go From Here? 
    As you read in our last newsletter, we had 

just moved the shelter into a new space, al-

beit temporarily.  We are still in a temporary 

situation, and it severely limits our ability to 

rescue or take in new cats!  We are pursuing 

other avenues and possibilities - all the while 

caring for the cats and finding homes for 

them. 

    We have been fortunate so far to have the 

good grace of generous people who have 

helped us out by providing space in which to 

house the cats, acting as foster homes, and 

even paying our rent paid for us.  But the 

sooner we find a place to call our own, the 

more we will be able to grow and offer more 

community services.   

     If you can foster a cat or 

kitten while we focus on 

our housing issue please 

contact us. 

We all found homes through Project Cat! 



Special Volunteers 
Of course, all of our volunteers have been special, but we chose three that we would like to 

highlight because of their long-term dedication. 
 

Kim Gerosa:  
   A very special thanks to Kim, whom without I can truly say Project Cat 

would not be around today.  Kim and I met as volunteer dog trainers and 

she has been an anchor of support in my endeavor to take on the „cat 

problem‟.  Many times throughout the growth of the organization, she 

has selflessly given her time to see us succeed.  When she takes on a job, 

she knows what needs to be done, and she does it well.  And she truly 

cares about the animals.  Along with her, her mother Sue has accompa-

nied her on her many trips from Westchester to Accord to help out with 

fundraising events. 

   After 3 1/2 years, Kim has stepped aside from Project Cat to pursue her 

own business activities, to which we wish her great success. 
 

Carolyn Milberg: 
   Sensational senior, Carolyn started volunteering from day one and has gone above and be-

yond the call of duty.  Every Monday, for 3 1/2 years, rain, snow, or 

shine, Carolyn visits the shelter where she performs all duties of cleaning 

and feeding.  She always looks forward to seeing all the cats and she 

makes sure to greet and pet every one of them.  After all those years of 

dedication to doing dirty work, she now has the role of simply „hanging 

out‟ with the cats so they can sit on her lap, be brushed, or played with.  

It has been great for all the resident cats to have another familiar face 

with which to be part of their routine.  She has rescued several cats that 

we have ultimately adopted out through our shelter. 

   Carolyn also visits two other locations (Kerhonkson and Ellenville) to 

take care of twelve outdoor barn cats every morning, 7 days a week, in 

all kinds of weather.  She has been doing this for five years.  Her commitment and compassion 

for animals is unheralded.  If you can donate one hour, one morning a week caring for the 

barn cats, please contact us. 
 

Claire Cohoe: 
   Teenager extraordinaire, Claire started volunteering at the shelter when 

she was 11 years old and at 13 years of age is still with us. Despite her 

busy schedule of swimming lessons and flea marketing with her dad, she 

spends one weekend morning cleaning litter boxes, washing dishes, and 

hanging with the cats.  She is an inspiration at her young age.  Her 

younger brother Miles, fellow cat lover, just might follow in her footsteps.  

Claire joined the ranks of volunteers when her family contacted us to help 

with a stray female cat at their Stone Ridge home.  Rather than release the 

feral, non-aggressive, and now spayed “Violet” to live outdoors, they re-

leased her in their New York City apartment!  Violet still does not allow 

them to touch her, but she is comfy and at home living the indoor city life, 

along with four other cats. 
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Why We Need Your Help 
 

    Our expenses for 2004 were almost $43,000.  This money was used to rescue and care for 255 

cats.  We need money for food, litter, spaying and neutering, medicines, other veterinarian 

expenses, office supplies, building and shelter maintenance and upkeep, vehicle maintenance, 

and other direct care for the cats.  As we search for a building of our own, and hopefully expand 

our operations, our costs will continue to go up.  Since we concentrate heavily on field work, the 

cost of gas is increasing our budget. 

Please help us continue our local efforts within your community with a much needed donation 
 

How You Can Help 
 

 Become a member.  By committing to a yearly membership donation of $30 you can help 

ensure the financially stability we need to successfully make it through each year. 

 Make a donation above and beyond the membership fee.   Does your employer offer a 

matching gift grant?  Find out and instantly double your donation!!  

 Are you a grant writer or do you know someone who is and can help us obtain funding? 

 Encourage everyone to alter their cat (or dog); refer them to a low-cost spay/neuter clinic. 

 Don’t stop caring and helping others no matter what species it is! 

Adoptions 

    We have many wonderful, healthy 

cats and kittens that need lifelong 

homes.  Six of our adult cats have been 

in the shelter for over one year, and  

need to find  permanent homes.  Please 

consider adopting one or two of these 

adult cats. 

     Their names are Fluffer, Mr Panda, 

Barrett, Cleopatra, Sissy, and Glenda.  

They are friendly and well mannered, 

and simply have not been adopted  

because of the huge number of home-

less cats that are available. 

    If you are unsure about committing 

long-term to a cat perhaps you could 

foster an adult or a litter of kittens. 

     

You can visit our cats at our website 

Projectcat.org or go to 

Petfinder.com and look us up. 

  

 

Wish List 
Laundry Soap 

    (unscented) 

Dish Soap 

Paper Towels 

Cat Food  (dry and canned) 

World‟s Best Cat Litter 

     (the only one we use) 

Printer Paper/White and Colored    

    (Ink Jet) 

Printer Ink 

     (black and color for HP Office  

       Jet K80) 

Mailing Envelopes 

     (business and personal size) 

Laptop Computer 

Volunteer carpenter to build 

    climbing posts 

Shelter quality stainless steel 

     or fiberglass cages 

Moveable shed for storage 

Wagon type car or small pickup 

     with cab for transporting cats 
 

Smaller items may be dropped off at 

Lucas Avenue Pet Supply 
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